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The Question the World is Asking: 


WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN IN 


[ANY ? 


GE 


OTALITARIANISM has presented us with a crop of quite new problems. especially the 

completeness with which it has been applied in an advanced, democratic age like the 

present. It has given a new significance to national boundaries. 
thoug!:t and opinion would appear to be quite as impregnable as its physical counterpart, and 
Capable of keeping the world as ignorant of Germany as Germany is ignorant of the world. 


. 


the last three years? 


The Siegfried line of 


Who knows or'can know the mind of the German veople today, or the changes it has undergone during 


It is because of this effective thought barrage that we are being regaled with 2 svate of books which purport 


to reveal what the German people are thinking and how they are likely to act in certain events. 


be treated with caution. 


They should 


‘ Douglas Reed is one of those who have already written rather sensationally about Germany recently. and 
in a new volume he is more sensational still.* 


At the same time I am inclined to think there is considerable substance in his story of Otto Strasser. 
We have here the tendency of the journalist to overdo the dramatic side: at times. indeed. we are able to 


see the artist in his studio chuckling over his colours. Yet he has some important facts to reveal. 


By Wilfred Wellock 


Otto Strasser, a former Nazi leader and colleague of Hitler, is at present exiled in Paris. and is a possible 
Successor to Hitler. He is and has been for sorne years the sworn enemy of Hitler, Goering and Gcebbels. 


He leads a secret body, known as the 

lack Front. whose members, it is claimed, 
are entrenched in every section of the Nazi 

arty, civil and military, including the high 
Command. 

The story told in these pages has been re- 
mcd to the author by Otto Strasser him- 

elf, 

It has been known for some time that 

Ivisions had occurred in the Nazi Party on 
the issue of Socialism, and that the purge 
Of 1934 was probably connected with that 
Struggle. Here we have the confirmation of 
that story, supported with some important 
details, 

According to Otto Strasser, Hitler be- 
trayed the cause of Socialism in the econo- 
Mic crisis of 1930-33, when he saw a chance 
Of securing power with the aid of the big 
landlords and industrialists. The former 
Nad President Hindenburg in their pocket, 
and it was only when Hitler promised to 
leave the big estates intact that the way to 


e€ Chancellorship opened up before him. 


N recent years necessity has 
Compelled him to squeeze the in- 
UStrialists and to deprive them 
Of their power, but so far he has 
€en rather merciful to the big 
Jandiords. 

What Otto Strasser now re- 
Veals is that Socialism was the 
Main plank of the Nazi move- 
Ment, and that the best men in 
f Were keenest on that part of 
;~ Programme. Also interest- 
gq 3s the reason why Nazi 
-OClalism is National, as distinct 
Yom the internationalism of 
ee This distinction sig- 
tial. that socialism is essen- 
Rs Ya communal matter. 

deed Strasser would divide 
ny up into a number of 
. ~Soverning communities, fed- 

ated under a central Govern- 

mil, since the country em- 

“ces peoples of varying char- 
f,..U'Stics, all of Whom deserve 
Woul m of expression. He 
of wo nationalize everything of 
and Monopolistic nature—land 

its products, the instru- 


ee, 


* a 
Str EMESIS: The Story of Otto 


On- : By Douglas’ Reed. 
Rathan Cape, 10s. 6d. 


ments of production, &c. Control of 
industry would be joint, between the 
State, the workers, and the owner of 
the “lease.” Also he would bring 
back the Guilds, and combine modern 
science, as and when desirable, with the 
human relations of the days of the Guilds. 

Another interesting revelation is that 
Hitler’s racial ideology, especially as prac- 
tised against the Czechs and Poles, e.g., was 
not a part of the Nazi programme. Otto 
Strasser admits that there is a Jewish prob- 
lem, but strongly opposes Hitler’s handling 
of it, and suggests a quite different 
approach toit. Also he believes in democ- 
racy, which, however, should function in a 
different manner from capitalist democ- 
racy. 

But what of the future? Reed states the 
case for the substitution of Otto Strasser 
for Hitler, whose days, he claims, are num- 
bered. 


(continued on back page) 
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STATESMEN: Were Qoing to organize this 
boat mito a cooperative federation - 
just after we get over the falls,” 


“On Stopping the Warand x 
Making Peace**-Readers* 
Symposium . . . puge 3 


Cartoon: Washington Times-Herald 


The First Step to Beata: 
Stop False Thinking ! 


By ERIC GILL 


"THE state of the world today is always a Were the first Christians thrown out of 

state of war; for we live in a perpetual work because Palm Sunday was tollowed 
state of disorder, and the only difference PY Good Friday? On the contrary, their 
between what weeallgwartodsmend het work may be said only to have begun after 
we call peace is in the violence of the 
methods employed. The question is: what 
we are going to do about it? 
do? 


Easter. 
Our Task Now 


What can we So what is our job? It is simply to make 
We have pledged ourselves against pacifists. 

war; does that mean only against militar- 
ism? I think that is the question confront- now, war in our world, our wrong kind of 
ing us. 


We have signed a pledge against war, war 


war. Some people hold that war, mean- 


To some people the only war is :inilitary ing political violence, has always and every- 


blows. 


that this is both wrong and absurd. 


war; but to many others it has become clear where been wrong. But that is not the 
For point. The point is that we have pledged 
military war is only the culmination of the ourselves against it now and for the future. 
general disorder of our society 
who live at enmity eventually come to absence of right. It is a right world that 
To draw the line at bloodshed and we want and we,do not believe that war is 
remain blind or indifferent to the causes of either a good or a possible means for gain- 
the quarrel is almost like locking the stable ing it. 
door after the horse has departed. Refus- We know too much about the people who 
ing bloodshed is right and proper; to stop are waging it. We know too much about 
the fight is the first duty of Christian neigh- their motives. 


bours, but to leave it at that is as stupid as the world they have made and the kind of 
it is wicked. 


Have We Failed? 


But wrong implies right; wrong is the 


We know too much about war. 


We know too much about 


world they want. 
What is the right world that we want, and 


Moreover it is doubtful if we can stop what can we do to gain it? Those are the 


the war beginning? 
because we cannot stop it? 


No, our failure to prevent «var was merely 
a failure to avert the last stage of the 
Weare, in a manner, set free now 
to do another more important work. We 
are like people on a railway line who for 
all their frantic waving of red flags, have 
failed to prevent a railway accident and 
who can now make a proper shindy in the 
directors’ offices. 


quarrel. 


the fight. We are not politicians. 


large body of people. 


We are really immediate questions. That is the 
not in Parliament. Weare not even avery work immediately before us. That is the 
Was our work grand opportunity that confronts us. That 
finished, then, when we failed to prevent is the work to which we are called, to which 
Is our work finished God calls us. We are, however small our 


numbers, however powerless we may 
appear, called to the building of a new 
world, at least to the laying of its founda- 
tions, or, more fundamentally still, we are 
called to the creating of a new mind, the 
recreation of an old one, the recreation of 
the simple humanity from which man has 
strayed or been driven. “ Ye must be born 
again "—“ become as little children.” That, 


(continued on back page) 
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AA Pacifist Commentary . . . 


edited by * Observer ”’ 


VV) HETHER it is desirable for pacifists to 
set down now the terms of the kind 
of peace they would like to see brought 
about, and to canvass support for those 
terms, is doubtful, to say the least. Even 
if it were possible to draw up such terms 
as would be at once even reasonably ideal 
and practical, there would be more than a 
tendency to sidetrack the issue into a de- 
bate on the merits and details of the par- 
ticular terms. Whereas what is needed 
first is surely a determination by the people 
of this country that the issues at present 
at stake shall be the subject of negotiation 
and not war. Probably the politicians 
themselves once brought to the conference 
table, would have rather to feel their way 
to real peace than act according to any set 
plan. 

For those who do wish, however, to have 
some sort of picture in their minds of the 
kind of peace that might be called just and 
therefore have some chance of being last- 
ing, a valuable aid is a new pamphlet pub- 
lished by the War Resisters’ International 
entitled Peace Now! Described as “The 
basis of a settlement,” it has been written 
by a small group of members of the WRI, 
and consists of proposals “ given in order 
of practicability—that is to say, not neces- 
sarily in order of importance in any funda- 
mental sense but of mmediacy in view of 
the present situation and the relative like- 
lihood of any particular step being taken.” 

The first step, of course, is an immediate 
armistice, and the terms of reference for 
the conference that is to follow include 
immediate relief of the suffering caused by 
the war, the examination of various 
economic claims, and disarmament. The 
interesting suggestion is made that a 
people’s conference should sit at the same 
time as the conference of statesmen. 

It is clear that in the minds of the com- 
pilers of the pamphlet the future of the 
colonies is a vital factor, if not the central 
factor, in the problem of a stable and just 
peace. Only such a view could account for 
a concentration-on that question that 
would otherwise be overbalanced. 

Yet that is considered one of the more 
immediate problems. The pamphlet con- 
cludes with a mention of some of the more 
fundamental reforms without which the 
writers consider “there is no permanent 
basis either for peace or for justice.” These 
concern such problems as those of poverty 
amidst plenty, and minorities. 

The pamphlet is availiable from the WRI 
at 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex, or 
the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, price 2d. 


* 


War's Inhumanity 


STILL the dogs of war ar? on their lead, 
in spite of the renewed cries of 
“havoc!” that followed the raid on the 
Scapa Flow naval base. For that all must 
be profoundly thankful. The mere state 
of war, even as it existed before September 
last, is bad enough; but so long as the blind 
madness which most of us expected with 
the declaration of war does not set in there 
is an incomparably better chance of open- 
ing people’s eyes to the nature of that state 
and consequently to the way out. 

As to the German raid, it can be no 
satisfaction to pacifists if it was consider- 
ably more destructive of life and wealth 
(even wealth transformed into the truly 
wasteful form of warships) than the British 
public was allowed to believe. On the con- 
trary, the pacifist is concerned to oppose 
war primarily because of its inhumanity— 
its complete disregard of the human person 
and his worth.. 

But that point might be brought home to 
people much more forcibly if they knew 
the truth about these incidents of war, 
especially if they knew it in terms of 
humanity and the desecration of human 
effort. 

Doubts have been raised es to whether 
the Scapa raid, for instance, was the trivial, 
* petty and ill-directed” business that Mr. 
Churchill made it, out to be. Again, one 
would hope so. But in that case people 


Peace Now! 
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Childish Play — 


With Lives :: Peace Demand at 
Easter Conferences -- Are We 


Traitors? ;; Call from lreland 


mirth. The whole business would provoke 
mirth as might two children’s tit-for-tats— 
only it is human persons that the bel- 
ligerents are playing with. 


* 


What People Are 
Asking 
‘THE war dominated the minds of dele- 
gates at various conferences held 
during Easter, and the strength of the 
demand for peace was recorded at some of 
them. 

The National Union of Clerks aud 
Administrative Workers adopted a resvlu- 
tion condemning the war and demanding a 
campaign based on an immediate armistice 
and a socialist peace. Another resolution, 
expressing regret that the Union’s Generxal 
Council had affiliated to the No-Conscrip- 
tion League, was defeated. The proposer 
said that the League advocated the *LP 
policy toward the war, which was not the 
Policy of their union. 

The ILP defined its policy at its own 
annual conference. The main resolution 
condemned the war as an imperialist con- 
flict, and declared that the agitation for 
stopping the war must be supplemented by 
action to secure a socialist peace, and went 
on to outline the principles of such a peace. 

A new statement of peace policy, 
eventually adopted by 3,935,000 votes to 
1,169,000, was the subject of a very keen 
debate at the Co-operative Party’s confer- 
ence. The statement declared that ‘he 
movement was supporting the war in the 
hope of securing a lasting peace. Some 
opposed the statement from the pacifist 
point of view, others spoke along commu- 
nist lines. Mr. Fred Longden, an example 
of the former, maintained that this wes 
merely a clash between Nazi imperiatism 
and British imperialism. ‘“ Must blood ke 
shed and millions go through misery for 
generations for that?” he asked. 

These conferences emphasized the fact 
that, whatever their reasons for doing so, 
many people are asking that question. 


* 


“Mockery of Ideals ”’ 


THE knowledge that this sentiment is still 

strong in left-wing quarters is prob- 
ably one of the Government’s reasons fr 
refusing to consider during the war any 
amendment of the Trade Disputes and 
Trade Unions Act. 

The General Council of the TUC has now 
issued a statement answering Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s refusal to meet them in this respect. 
They point out that when the country is 
staking its whole resources in a war for 
freedom and democracy, they feel that tke 
retention of this Act upon the Statute Pook 
is a mockery of the ideals for which ‘he 
nation is fighting. 

The General Council does not seem to 
realize that, in the endeavour to defend 
democracy by totalitarian war, any govein- 
ment is bound to progress along the road 
toward totalitarianism. War itself is a 
mockery of the ideals for which it is alleged 
to be fought. Did not 1914-18 teach the 
trade union leaders that lesson? 


* 
Who Are the Real 


Traitors ? 
J R. KEKWICK writes: 


“ Lord Grey, British Foreign Secretary front 
1906 to 1915, who knew something about the 
matter, said, ‘Great armaments lead inevitably 


must have wondered how we could have 
been so vicious as to take a revenge at Sylt 
which, it has been boasted, was out of all 9 war? 

proportion in its destruction. Here too— ~The Daity Mail for many years past has cried 
this time fortunately—propaganda has no incessantly for war-preparation by the provision 
doubt highly coloured the story, but in any of ever-increasing armaments. Yet in its issue 


‘ 3 . “ » of March 11! last, under the heading, ‘What I 
harass eons hile dd ey, should like to say to Sumner Welles,’ G. Ward 


Price said: 
The Times (or rather, its Rotterdam cor- “‘wWinning this war after a fight to a finish 
respondent!) described the cerman ver- will be only one degree better than losing it 
sion of the Scapa raid as “ mirth-provoking for the price of such a victory will be financial 


ye A say . » ruin.’ Also It is when the French and ourselves 
if its actual achievern::.ts are considered. have won the war that we shall most need 


But, in fact, its actual achievements pro- American help. By then they will have nearly 
voked something much grimmer than al! the gold in the world. The ‘cash and carry’ 


system makes that inevitable. All the warring 
countries will be far out of their depth in debt, 
with the task of g-tting back to a peace fcoting 
still in front of them. If the United States, afier 
the war, does not make advances from her vast 
horde of capital to get international trade going 
again. the European nations may sink into 
poverty-stricken autarky, with unemployment. 
privation and Bolshevism as its background.’ 

“On the face of the foregoing statements. 1 
ask, who are the real traitors? The Peace Pledge 
Union, and similar bodies and individuals who 
press for a negotiated peace now. or those who 
advocate a ‘fight to a finish’ which can only 
result in ‘financial ruin accompanied bv 
universal anarchy and starvation?” 


* 


An [Irish Protest 


E. de COURCY IRELAND, of County 

Donegal, Ireland, writes: 

“On St. Patrick's Day, March 17, eight young 
men were arrested in Derry and charged with 
being present at a meeting held in Conlan’s 
Rooms, Foyle Street, Derry, when a resclution 
was proposed and seconded to the effect that an 
announcement be put in the Journal condemn- 
ing the continued showing of British prepagunda 
in Derry pictures houses. such act being calcu- 
lated to be prejudicial to the preservation of 
peace and maintenance of order in Northern 
Ireland—I quote the newspaper report of the 
court case 

“Is this going to be a precedent to be used 
against all in Northern Ireland who pass resolu- 
tions protesting against the showing of war 
propaganda, and might not the precedent also te 
used in England, which is also part of the United 
Kingdom? 

“I feei now more strongly than ever that a 
powerful campaign should be developed for the 
withdrawal of Northern Ireland from thic quite 
unnecessary war. and if the terces of peace here 
in Ireland were able to develop such a campaign, 
I am wondering whether they could count or the 
support of friends in England.” 


PEACE IS 


on 


John 
McGOVERN, M.P. 


John 
McGOVERN, M.P. 


NOW! 


Two Great Non-Party Demonstrations will be addressed by 
THE MARQUIS OF 


TAVISTOCK 
“TAVISTOCK PEACE TERMS” 


Wednesday, April 3rd, at 7.30 p.m. (Doors open 7 p.m.) 


KINGSWAY HALL, London 


supported by 


and 
Reserved seats 3s., 2s. and Is. from Darwin Fox, 13 John Street, W.C.! 


Thursday, April 4th, at 7.30 p.m. (Doors open 7 p.m.) 


PICTON HALL, Liverpool 


supported by 
and 


Reserved seats 2s. and Is. from Hugh Bowman, !41 Duke Street 


There are plenty of free seats, and no opponent of the war should fail to attend. 
these meetings. ; 


ILLIAM G. MILLMAN, Secretary of 
the National Association Against 
Unemployment, writes: 


“The cost-of-living index figure has risen 22 
points since September from 155 to 177. In spite 
of the Government’s scheme of spending on 
average £1,000,000 a week pegging down the 
prices of such staple foods as bread, flour. meat 
and milk, the increase in the cost-of-living index 
even in January was 3 points from 174 to 17% 
The standard rates of benefit for the unem- 
ployed remain unchanged. Befere the wat 
started there were well over 11} millions i 
employment earning less than 50s. per week and 
nearly 6 millions between 50s. and £5 per week 


“Now the butchers are up in arms becausé 
the quality price and kind of meat they aré 
receiving from the Government ‘experts’ 1s un 
suitable for their customers—in short, thelf 
customers haven't the money to buy it. 


“Does it matter to the Government that most 
families cannot afford adequate supplies 4 
butter. meat or fi-~h, cannot obtain enough coal 
and that there are 1} million 
unemployed?” 


¥ 


va 


Hate-Mongering ? 


iw keeping with the comparative restraint of 
actual war operations, there is fortunatelY 
still a similar hold on the instruments of haté 
If we were to describe as “ hate-mengering ” thé 
fact that at a stall at Southend’s fun-fair “ you 
can Win a packet of fags by cutting off the heads 
of Stalin, Haw-Haw, Goering. and a_ figure 
named *Gestapo,’” we should doxbtiess Df 
exaggerating a rather low type of business ente™ 
prise—even though it might actually have thé 
effect of making it easier fcr people to hate. 
On the other hand, the Neus Chronicle, which 
would probably (and rightly) object to our ® 
describing the incident I have qucted from theé 
story by John Pudnty on March 25, carnot havé 
it both ways. Or rather, it ought not 
Actually, it does. For in the very same issue! 
described Berliners queuing up at the Easter {4% 
in Unter den Linden to throw balls at figures % 
Messrs. Chamberlain, Churchill."and Eden, a®® 
used the heading, “ Their Hate Full Holiday.” 


Incidentally, this was in the “ Inside Germany, 
feature, which is to be found, in various form 
in most papers. even in those which have a rep 
tation for dignity to lose, but which is, at bes 
childishly undignified as a rule and, at wo" 
considerably nearer the hate-mongering }} 
than the comparatively innocent and nev 


serious exercise of throwing things az obje 
which are personified even in the calmest t! 
as “ Aunt Sallies” 
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PEACE NEWS 


This Difficult Business of Stopping 


i 


the War and Making Peace 
SYMPOSIUM 


A 


Stop the War, or 


Build Peace ? 


OVER a period of six months pacifists 
have been urging the nation to “ Stop 
the War.” That aim might have been 
Tealized had we urged the nation to build 
le peace. Our message has bcen too 
diffuse, and presents too many lines of 
thought which only produce popular 
ewilderment. 

The Peace Pledge Union must focus the 
efforts of peace-loving people on one 
Straightforward proposal that will strike 
at the roots of economic causes of war, and 
at the same time lay the foundation for a 
uture world order. 

At a rally of Cornish pacifists in Cam- 

Orne this aspect of propaganda was dis- 
Cussed: it was agreed that the most 
“flective means of rousing public opinion 

—™ favour of constructive peacemaking was 

0 insist on this remedy for the foregoing 
asic causes of war :— 

“That Great Britain should take the lead in 
the establishment of a permanent international 
€Conomic commission, the members of which are 
% be appointed by the nations that agree to co- 
erate. 

‘Such commission shall conduct a survey of 
the needs of the different nations in respect of 

aw materials and manufactured goods which 

ey are themselves unable to produce: and shall 
Survey also the production of such goods at their 
Sources, and in the event of any plea of shortage 

Y any nation have power to direct such commo- 
dities to the ports of that nation: 

‘That in making these proposals now, the 
British Government should seek the co-operation 
Of all neutrals with a view to the immediate 
€stablishment of such a commission. and that the 
belligerents be invited to join it without delay.” 

; TRURONIAN. 


. -* 


Embrace Millions? 


E majority of those who are prepared 
to fight are far from being apostles of 
War and militarism. If they accept war as 
€ lesser of two evils, they are at the 
Same time longing and looking for a social 
Order which does not bring war to every 
8eneration, if only someone would show 
ém the way. 
ou would surely achieve your own end 
etter, and win the glad co-operation of 
thousands who have not signed your pledge 
if you were to concentrate solely on the 
Ways and means of bringing about the con- 
Mions of lasting peace. 
society which, as a Society, puts its 
Whole energy into constructive peace aims, 
“aving its individual members complete 
Teedom as to what decisions they may 
Make with regard to their own personal 
Sestiny, might embrace millions, and be a 
1g influence in the shaping of future 
"Vents. Can you widen ycur basis? 
f O. LL MATHEWS. 
_ The Christian Community, 


1001, Finchley Road, 
London, N.W.11. 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIZ > POLITICAL MOVEMENT 
Send for a copy of the important pamphlet 


PEACE NOW! 


by Rev. H. Ingli James, B.A., B.D., B.Litt. 


Obtainable, 2d. post free, from 23 Clara Street, 
Stoke, Coventry (Mantion “Peace News") 


READERS’ 


HAT should be the nature of the pacifist appeal to the 


public at this time? 


Few will dispute that it must be constructive. The question 


is how? 


What is the best emphasis, from the point of 


view both of the policy itself and of the need to convince as many 


people as possible ? 


Most will agree, too, that it must be no mere “ vote-catching ” 
appeal but one that springs from and inspires deep conviction. 
Again, how can pacifists give effect to that? Are they honest enough 
with themselves and their hearers? 


At the same time it must be practical. Do pacitists realize the 


difficulties? Have they any plan? 


These are the heartsearching or challenging questions that are being asked, 
on the one hand by members of the Peace Pledge Union, and, on the other, by 


those who do not wholly see eye to eye 
the bringing of a real peace. 


with them but are no less concerned for 


Below are some of the expressions of that wide- 


spread concern that have reached us. We beg readers, in view of the very heavy 
demands on our limited space, to confine any comments they may wish to make 


to the shortest possible length. 


Neyotiute Without 
Conviction ? 


O end the war now is of course the 
fervent wish of all members of the 

PPU, and is one of the chief channels of 
effort in our constant endeavours to 
aboli-h war altogether ; but I feel it to be 
a mistake to try to produce a_ public 
opinion in favour of peace without at the 
same time making any attempt to provide 
a sound basis for a belief in pacifism. 

Millions of people are now being con- 
fronted with the words “ Negotiate now for 
peace.” These words are printed on pam- 
phlets, chalked on walls, abused in news- 
papers, &c., and they are rightly linked in 
the public mind with pacifism. But this 
pacifist readiness to negotiate for peace is a 
result of certain fundamental beliefs 
(religious, socialist, humanitarian, &c.) 
which individual pacifists hold. When the 
beliefs are there, then pacifism inevitably 
follows 

Let us, then. never approach another per- 
son (by leaffct or otherwise) without 
making known the basis of our faith as well 
as the results of it. Give him a fair chance. 

MAURICE E. BUTTERWORTH. 
Merrie Mede, 


Horne, 
Horley, Surrey. 


Would Hitler 
Attend ? 


WV AY I suggest that if there is one thing 
4 in the European situation that is cer- 
tain today, it is this: that Hitler will most 
assuredty attend a conference truly repre- 
sentative of the belligerents and neutrals 
alike. 


Is it not obvious that such a conference 
has been his honest goal and his genuine 
aim since first he used the threat of force 
to compe! Britain and France to make the 
gesture they should have made to him 
voluntarily. and years ago? Has he not 
insisted, as recently as October 6, 1939, that 
he is ready to attend, when once invited? 
Was he not the first to suggest all-round 
disarmament as a preliminary to peaceful 
discussion of the outstanding problems in 
Europe? Must we ever refuse to trust him, 
to refuse to believe that these protestations 
are genuine and without ulterior signifi- 
cance? 

Apart from the rumour that ho has un- 
officially accepted certain proposals as a 
basis for discussion. more and more expert 
observers are of the opinion that he is 
waiting quietly for an invitation, which he 
would at once accept. 

The imperative thing to remember is 


Books 
Crusaders—Old and New 


Why We Fight, 
Routledge, 5s. 
Unser Kampf (“Our Struggle”). Sir Richard 

Acland, M.P. Penguin Special, 6d. 

IE attitude of the Labour Party io the last 

war was a grievous disappointment to the 
pioneer, Keir Hardie; its attitude to this war 
must cause him to turn in his grave. 

Mr. Greenwood quotes these words of the late 
Arthur Henderson last time: 

“Faith in brute force as an instrument for 
attaining national ambitions, whether right or 
wrong, must be destroyed. The settlement 
must contain all the conditions and _ safe- 
guards essential to the future life and develop- 
ment of free people, be they large or small.” 
That sort of thing helped to persuade young 

men to join in the holy crusade twenty-five 
years ago. When they had been killed, and 
the politicians came to make the peace treaty, 
what became of such hopes as those expressed 
by Arthur Henderson? They were forgotten, 
despite Labour’s protests, and as a_ result 
another generation is now asked to go through 
the whole futile business again; and it is Mr. 
Grecnwood who attempts to justify the beastly 
business by calling it “a great crusade, in which 
the modern democratic St. George will slay the 
ages-old dragon of oppression and tyranny.” 
And what will those who are in control this 
time care about his pious hopes that during the 
war itself we shall maintain our high moral 
purpose, and that we shall give it full expression 
in the peace that must follow? The voice of 
experience answers that they will care not at 
all. 

Mr. Greenwood is insistent that “ Labour 
hates war.” So do most people, so did Keir 
Hardie, but the early Labour leaders also knew 
that war had to be opposed, like the other im- 
personal. enemies of the common people— 
oppression, expivitation, and evil con- 
ditions. - 


Arthur Greenwood, M.P. 


Mr. Greenwood also wants to fight these 
{hings. But he suffers from the delusion that 
the past gains secured by the people can be 
defended by war He forgets that war and 
these evils are part and parcel of the same 
system—or lack of system. Thus, while he 
acknowledges the reality of the class struggle, 
and declares Labour's object to be the establish- 
ment of a classless society, he shows no signs 
of realizing that the present war, like the last, 
is symptomatic of a crisis in our present class 
society. 


For Mr. Greenwood it is a fight for freedom; 
we must defend our liberties, and if, in the 
process, we have to accept restrictions on liberty, 
why, that merely demonstrates that our 
democracy has “a strength, adaptability and 
elasticity not possessed by dictatorships!” 

And when the slaughter is over. and we look 
out “on a bleak world, scarred by suffering and 
sacrifice,” then the Labour movement is going 
to help build a brave new world. To that end 
we are*to have a peace conference, “a world 
conference called together by the belligerent 
Powers to discuss the whole range of human 
problems.” Yet. if we are first to fight to the 
bitter end, the atmosphere will inevitably have 
become so charged with hatred—despite Mr. 
Greenwood's fine phrases—that the discussion of 
those human problems in an atmosphere of calm 
reason will be practically impossible. For, if, as 
Mr. Greenwood declares, “the fundamental 
issue is a moral issue,” the means now being 
employed to settle that issue are anything but 
moral. And the Labour movement, victim of 
its own “ intensive education of its members 
and the British public regarding the doctrines of 
Hitlerism,” finds itself obliged to give up all 
effective struggle on behalf of the oppressed at 
home in order to overcome the oppressor abroad. 
In so doing it helps to bind round the British 


*. (Continued on page 5) 


that, never once since he became strong 
enough to meet the Ailies on equal terms 
of force, has he been invited. Unwilling to 
make the gesture, cur government takes 
refuge in the one shred of consolation, that 
he might not keep his promises. The paci- 
fist challenge is this: “Risk it! In the 
name of humanity, invite him! I£ he does 
not come, or if he comes and subsequently 
breaks his promises, your moral cause will 
be strengthened.” 
JOHN HIGHET. 
31, Dundrennan Road, 
Langside, Glasgow, S.2. 


* 


Would Peace 


Mean Victory ? 


“THERE are pacifists who feel unable to 

support the Peace Pledge Union. Read- 
ing. your paper, listening to your sup- 
porters, they begin to doubt whether you 
understand pacifism at all. You are now 
maintaining that this is the right moment 
to arbitrate, to make peace, possibly at the 
expense of a few concessions to Germany 
which will delight and satisfy the German 
people and make them force Hitler to keep 
the peace until he dies. There is also vague 
mention of “safeguards.” 


These pacifists refuse to:follow your hope- 
ful band along this attractive line of 
thought, because they realize that any con- 
cession made to Germany at a conference, 
even the concession of peace, would be 
presented by the Nazis to their people as a 
victory; and the Fihrer’s victories are 
rungs on a ladder. 

Actually such a conference, if it suc- 
ceeded in producing peace, would herald 
the fall of the British and French Empires, 
and the triumph of Nazidom thrcughout 
Europe. We should eventually go down 
under the bludgeon that hit Poland. 

The pacifist is ready for this, and will 
remain a pacifist. But the PPU keeps its 
eyes shut arid talks of other thins:. 

MAURICE LIDD!IAXD. 

5 Headley Drive, Ilford, Essex. 


* 


Another Way ? 


I appeal to all pacifists to support and 
further Sir Richard Acland’s “ Peace Now” 
campaign, outlined in Unser Kampf (Pen- 
guin Special). 

There is another way than war, ad this 
timely book points the path. 

W. A. RATHKEY, 


14 Oxford Road, Kilburn, N.W.6. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


FEDERAL UNION AND 
PACIFISM 


W. B. Curry replies to Laurence Housman 


three times and I have still failed to 
\ discover the alternative to Federal 
Union announced in large letters at the 
head of the article. All I can discover is 
an argument against Federal Union which 
shows that Laurence Housman has failed to 
inquire at all closely into the actual 
Federal Union proposals, or to distinguish 
clearly between these proposals and the 
idea of the League of Nations. 


] HAVE read Laurence Housman’s article 


Throughout the article the suggestion is 
made repeatedly that Federal Union is a 
method of imposing law and order upon its 
members by the use of sanctions analogous 
to those of the League of Nations. This is 
a complete misapprehension. Indeed, if 
Laurence Housman will take the trouble to 
look at Clarence Streit’s Union Now, my 
own Penguin Special, The Case for Federal 
Union, or The Federalist, he will discover 
a statement of the case against attempting 
to base international order upon the use of 
sanctions applied to States or whole com- 
munities of people. 


League Ineffective 


The whole case for Federal Union is based 
upon the fact that a League of Nations 
whose constituent units are States, whose 
legislative bodies consist of the representa- 
tives of States, and whose decisions must be 
applied to states, must prove ineffective. A 
League of Nations leaves the ultimate 
authority in the hands of the governments 
of separate sovereign States and relies upon 
these to band together to coerce each other 
when necessary. 

The objection to this can be either the 
Pacifist objection, or that set forth by 
Hamilton in The Federalist, namely:— 


“The important truth... that a sovereignty 
over sovereigns, a government over governments, 
a legislation for communities, as contradistin- 
guished from individuals, as it is a solecism in 
theory so in practice it is subversive of the order 
and the ends of civil policy, by substituting 
violence in place of law, or the destructive 
coercion of the sword in place of the mild and 
salutary coercion of the magistracy.” 


Union of Peoples Needed 


Recognizing all this, Federal Union pro- 
poses not a League of Nations but a union 
of peoples, the union to set up a common 
government for the management of com- 
mon affairs, leaving internal affairs only in 
the hands of national governments. 

A union so formed would not be a method 
of getting the representatives of national 
governments to agree on a solution when- 
ever a problem arose. It would be a 
method of setting up a new government 
which had the right and the power and the 
duty to take decisions as regards common 
affairs coming under its authority. 

These decisions would normally be en- 
forceable upon the individual citizens sub- 
ject to the Federal law, and the method of 
enforcement would therefore be normal 
police action. The history of Federal 
structures shows that whenever they have 
been sincerely made they have proved a 
better guarantee against internal violence 
than any other method discovered by man- 
kind. 

If Laurence Housman knows an alterna- 
tive which is neither the League, nor 
Federal Union, he fails to give even a hint 
of what it is. Pacifism is not itself the 
solution since we need not merely in- 
dividuals who refuse to fight (these will 
always be in a small minority) we need also 
effective management of our common con- 
cerns if we are to avoid the occasion on 
which men are asked to fight. 

Does Mr. Housman disagree with the 
eed for some form of government having 
nuthority over larger areas than those of 
e:usting sovereign States? Does he dis- 
agree that we ought to aim at ultimate 
world government for world affairs? And 


if he agrees with the need for world govern- 
ment, has he a better form than Federal 
government to suggest? 


Question of Force 


There remains the question of whether a 
Federal Union formed in the first instance 
of only some States would use force against 


Laurence Housman, the eminent 
playwright, who is one of the Peace 
Pledge Union’s advisers on policy, 
criticized Federal Union in our 
issue of March 15. He replies to 

critics on the opposite page. 


W. B. Curry is Headmaster of 
Dartington Hall and author of the 
Penguin Special, ‘‘ The Case for 

Federal Union.” 


States outside the Union. Many Pacifists 
are troubled by this question. 


I do not see that they need be. The 
question whether the government of Fed- 
eral Union would maintain armaments is.a 
matter of policy, upon which each citizen 
would have his say. If a majority of the 
citizens of the Federal Union desired total 
disarmament, then they would presumably 
get it. If, as is more probable, the citizens 
did not desire total disarmament, we shall 
have the advantage in Federal Union of one 
armed force instead of many and of having 
at least made a step towards that world 
unification which will make both arma- 
ments and Foreign Offices superfluous. 

Pacifists would have the same right to 
work for disarmament inside a Federal 
Union as they now have inside their own 


countries. Would Pacifists in England 
rather have no government at all, and re- 
vert to complete anarchy, than retain a 
government that envisages the possible use 
of force? If not, why do they object to 
applying the same argument to the larger 
area constituted by Federal Union? 


Union and Sanctions 


One last word about sanctions within the 
union. The essence of the Federal proposal 
is that the sole authority to decide what 
armed forces exist within the Union, how 
they are to be recruited, where they are to 
be stationed and for what purpose they are 
to be used, should rest with the Federal 
government. 


There is no question therefore of the con- 
stituent nations banding together to apply 
sanctions to one of themselves, nor of any 
of them retaining the power, let alone the 
right, to indulge in acts of aggression. 

The Union has not been formed until that 
transfer of authority has taken place. 
When it has taken place, the question of 
sanctions within the Federal Union hardly 
seems to arise 


To the Editor. 


I have been prompted to write this letter by 
reading Mr. Laurence Housman’s article on 
Federal Union. I do not wish to refer to his 
very debatable main thesis, but merely to his 
statement:—“It is useless to say, with the 
example of Finland before our eyes, that a nation 
will not go to war in face of overwhelming 
numbers.” No one, I imagine, has ever suggested 
that a nation will not go to war, when attacked, 
even in the face of overwhelming odds. What 
has been suggested is that a nation will not 
attack in the face of overwhelming odds, and in 
the case of Finland does not disprove it. 

F, VIVIAN. 

Dumsford Lodge, 

1 Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth. 
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Show Men 
The Way 
Out 


By J. MIDDLETON 
MURRY 


¥ HAVE the feeling that peace-sentiment 

has grown greatly in the last few weeks. 
Peace-sentiment and pacifist conviction are 
very different things; but the pacifist is 
deeply concerned to foster the growth of 
peace-sentiment. 

If, as now seems possible, a sense of the 
futility of trying to achieve a decisive mili- 
tary victory should become widespread 
among the peoples and communicate itself 
to the statesmen also, we may interpret 
this as the working-out in the mass experi- 
ence of the situation which the pacifist 
imaginatively anticipates. 

The pacifist calls upon men consciously 
to repudiate modern war: by an act of 
imaginative comprehension to call a halt to 
the process which culminates in modern 
war. This, we know, is asking too much; 
we also know that it is imperative that we 
should ask too much, both of others and 
ourselves. 

But it begins to look as though the mass- 
man, though he is incapable of consciously, 
rejecting modern war, is finding himself in- 
capable of waging it. The button that 
should release the full powers of destruc- 
tion has not been pressed. One has more 
and more the feeling that it may never be 
pressed at all. 


* + * 


TTHE dictators and the statesmen who 
2 “jead” the mass-man are frightened 
to take the risk of an attempt at victory. 
The dangers are so great; the chance of 
success so small. And these dangers, in the 
last resort, consist in the almost certain re- 
action of the mass-man if the unpredictable 
carnage of an attempt at victory begins. 

Flesh and blood will not be able to stand 
it; and if flesh and blood revolts, confusion 
will be intensified to chaos. Thoughts and 
fears such as these, at varying levels of 
consciousness, are fermenting in the psyche 
of the mass-man today and they issue in a 
universal reluctance to let the. process of 
destruction have its head. 

So it seems to me. If it is true, the re- 
sponsibility upon the pacifist is very great. 
It is difficult to describe the nature and 
quality of this responsibility; but perhaps ] 
may put it in this way. He has to recognize 
that he is-the consciousness of a reluctant 
people. 

In spite of the severance from the com: 
munity which his pacifism causes at one 
level, at a higher level he is more closely 
knit to the community than ever before. 
Therefore his actions, his propaganda, his 
“ behaviour” in the comprehensive sense, 
must be directed towards tightening the 
bond between himself and the community. 

This he cannot do in the practical sense 
~—that would be to deny his function as a 
pacifist—but in the spiritual sense he can. 
He can let it appear that he is not a negator, 
but a creator; that he is seeking not to deny 
but to fulfil what is noble in:the British 
tradition: that he understands and partici- 
pates in the predicament of his conscripted 
brother, and that his mission as a pacifist 
is to help him by showing him the way out 
of the human impasse in which he is 
caught. 

* * * 


T BELIEVE that this attitude which I have 

inadequately described is part of the 
natural ethos of the true pacifist. But we 
are not always faithful to our nature; and 
it does good to remind ourselves of it 
continually. 

Above all, at the present moment, when 
as I believe the earth is well prepared for 
the seed of our message, we need every 
atom of imagination we possess to take full 
advantage of a great opportunity. 
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March 29, 1940 


Problems of 


Today 


pa POUT 70 people spent Easter at Basque 
House, Langham, at the second phase of the 
Serial conference being held under the general 
title of “Can the War Stop?” Some of them had 
already spent some weeks and months there 
Working together to make the house “as good 
aS new,” after its tenancy by the Basque children, 
and living together, meanwhile, in community. 

That method and spirit were discussed and 
Shared in by the conference as a whole, though 
the lectures were by no means confined to any 
Narrow interpretation of community. The 
€cturers included Middleton Murry, Leslie 
Stubbings, Eric Gill, Miss Mary Gamble, Mrs. 
Nancy Richardson, Max Plowman, Richard Ward, 
8nd George Oswell, whose paper expressing a 
Common Socialist objection that pacifists are 

Hitler’s fifth column,” was read in his absence 
and produced one of the most useful discussions. 

In his “tentative conclusions.” Middleton 

urry suggested that there.was no short-term 
Bolitical answer to that kind of challenge, and 
that what had brought them to the pass they 
Were in was the divorcing of religion and 
Politics. If they realized the experience of com- 
munity as the regulating and creative principle 
of pacifism, they would find their answer. 

The next stage of the conference will take 
Place at the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club on 
April 20 and 21, when Wilfred Wellock and Miss 

Ybil Morrison are expected to be the lecturers. 

(See John Barclay’s Notes, page 7) 


Mr. Housman Replies 


to His Critics 
To the Editor. 


r is a pity that supporters of Federal 
Union should be so impatient of having 
Pointed out to them the very real danger 
Which lies waiting for it. Iam myself quite 
favour of its main purpose—the effective 
Pooling of National Sovereignty ; but the 
Melusion of military sanctions has strong 
advocates even in the pages of Peace News; 
and on that it may founder just as the 
ague of Nations has foundered. 

The sole purpose of my article was to 
8ive warning, by example from the past, 
a8ainst that danger. I may add that the 
8ub-title was not of my choosing: there 
Need be no “weakness” in Federal 


_ Union if reliance on military sanctions is 


eliminated. 


is LAURENCE HOUSMAN. 


, Longmeadow, Street, Somerset. 


A Practical Policy 


S George E. Hartley and Joseph S. Rowntree 
ave produced a revised and enlarged second 
“dition of their pamphlet, This Way Lies Peace! 
~An Outline of Practical Policy. 

ey outline practical steps toward peace that 
fan be taken, dealing with such subjects as tariffs, 


jurrencies, production and distribution, colonies, } 
la, and so on. Among their suggestions is the } 


‘stablishment of a Ministry of Peace. The 
jamphlet concludes with a reprint of Carl Heath's 
flet, Towards a New Order for Europe. 
his Way Lies Peace! is published by the 
inethern Friends’ Peace Board (Friends’ Meet- 
re House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2) and the 
-sTlends Peace Committee (Friends House, Euston 


Sad, London, N.W.1), price 3d. 
~ 


EMBERS are asked to make a 
Special point of sending any 
changes of address to PPU Headquar- 
ters at Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Community and' First Objector To Be Arrested 


| 


PEACE NEWS 


5 


Now Court-Martialled 
SENT TO MILITARY JAIL? 


MAR. K. MAKINS, the first conscientious objector to be arrested 
-"* for refusal to comply with the National Service (Armed Forces) 


Act, has now been court-martialled in Edinburgh Castle. 
He was sentenced to sixty days’ detention, which was afterwards remitted 
by the Area Commander to fourteen days. He is not therefore entitled to appear 


again before the Appellate Tribunal. 


When Mr. Makins was drafted into the 
RAMC, and sent a travelling warrant and 
a day’s pay as a soldier, he declined both. 
He was later arrested. 

He is believed to be in a military 
prison; this has drawn a protest from the 
Christadelphians in view of the War 
Minister’s promise to interested MPs that 
such COs would be sent to civil prisons if 
accommodation were available. 

Although Peace News understands that 
Mr. Makin has been sent to a military 
prison, and that for this purpose he was 
made to wear military uniform, the Public 
Relations Officer of the Scottish Command 
has declared that he is not in a military 
prison. This officer, Colonel Sprot, was 
reported by the News Chronicle on Satur- 
day as saying: . , 

“It is wrong to say that this man is under- 
going a sentence of imprisonment. He is not 
in a military prison. Some years ago to remove 
the stigma of imprisonment, Parliament decided 
that another form of punishment should be sub- 
stituted—detention.” 

It will be recalled that the War Minister 
also declared recently that a letter had 
been issued by the War Office drawing 
attention to the fact that a sentence, suit- 
able to the gravity, circumstances, and de- 
liberate nature of an offence of disobedi- 
ence of orders, should be given, bearing in 
mind that a sentence of three months or 
more would ensure that the soldier gets a 
further opportunity of stating his case 
before the Appellate Tribunal. 


How Other C.O.s 
Are Faring 


OvR observer at Bristol last week repor- 

ted that the chairman of the South- 
Western tribunal for conscientious objec- 
tors appeared to be tightening up a little, 
applicants being subjected to a severe 
examination. 

To many of the queries (e.g. about 
Czecho-Slovakia and Poland) the applicants 
remained inarticulate. But one of them 
reminded the judge of the Amritsar mas- 
sacre. 

“It seemed to have a steadying «<ffect,” re- 
ports our observer. I wish more of them could 
rise to the occasion in this manner. 

“Three decisions found the judge in a 
minority. His two colleagues favoured an un- 
conditional decision; the judge felt that the 
decision should have been conditional. 

“J am very impressed with the fairness of 
Dr. Bailey.” 


Political Cases 


Reporting on the cases before the tribu- 
nal during the previous week our observer 
wrote: 

“I have been watching the political cases with 
great interest. It is clear to me now that the 
political objector must also make out a moral 
objection to war. The case of James Jefferies, 
as compared with others, proved this for me. 
He said: * Out of a political crecd has developed 
a strongly held conviction that all war is futile, 
and not the means by which _ internat.ona! 
troubles should be solved. I would be a coward 
were I to inflict upon those simple, honest, family 
people of Germany the terror and horror of 
war.” 

> . ~ 


HE Scottish Appellate Tribunal sat for one 

day in Edinburgh Jast week. 

Comn.enting on the fact that four cut of the 
seventeen applicants dealt with had ‘their 
decisions altered to complete exemption, our 
observer reports that three had been given non- 
combatant duties, while the fourth was an appeal 
against conditional exemption (continuing with 
studies as a dental student.) = 

Of five appellants given conditional exemption, 
two had been removed from the register and 
three registered for non-combatant duties. 

Mr. John McGovern, MP, appeared in two of 
the cases as a personal friend of the appellants, 
one of them a member of the Peace Pledge Union. 


From the point of view of CO's, the results 
of the sittings of the Edinburgh local tri- 
bunal on Tuesday and Wednesday of last week 
are reported as being better than on previous 
occasions. : 
The chief factor appears to be the higher 
standard of the cases presented 
‘ s s 


6 applicants were given uncon- 
To een at the sittings of the 
Midlands Tribunal in Birmingham on Monday 
and Tuesday of last week. The applicants in 
question were shown to have been using their 


leisure time in work on behalf of others. 

Three of those registered for non-combatant 
service were men who had been previously re- 
quired to find work of greater national im- 
portance, but had refused to do so as they 
objected to accepting any condition. 

A new feature was the large number of men 
placed on the Military Service Register without 
qualification. Three of the seventeen were hard- 
ship cases who had wrongly registered as CO's. 

The other fourteen were men who based their 
objection on humanitarian and religious grounds, 
but who disclaimed connexion with any religious 
body. It was difficult for the tribunal to judge 
of them rightly, for several were very tongue- 
tied and most had brought no friend to testify 
to their sincerity. In my judgment (writes our 
observer) eight of these rejections were right and 
six seemed to ae probably wrong. 

* * 


Owing to the demands made in our space by 
news and articles of interest to the general 
public and to the pacifist movement we can no 
longer publish dates and places at which the 
local tribunals will be in session. Those 
requiring this information are advised to inquire 
at their local advisory bureau for COs. 


“Why We Refuse” 


A pamphlet entitled Why we Refuse has just 
been issued by the Independent Labour Party. It 
is composed eof typical statements to the 
Tribunals by twelve young Socialists who are 
not prepared to take part in Captialist War. 
Copies (1d. each) are obtainable from the ILP, 
35 St. Bride Street, London, E.C.4. 

Douglas J. J. Owen has compiled and pub- 
lished a pamphlet entitled The Political 
Objector: His Right to Exemption from Military 
Service. Copies (2d. each, 100 for 14s. 6d. post 
paid) are obtainable from Mr. Owen, 6 Mount 
Street, Manchester. 


C.0.s’ Convention Postponed 


The national convention for conscientious 
objectors, which we reported recently was to be 
held on March 30 and 31, has had to be post- 
poned. The Central Board for COs will make a 
further announcement later. 


Crusaders, Old | 
and New 


(continued from p. 3) 


people the chains of the militarism which it 
hates so much. 

The dilemma will not be solved until Labour 
returns to its first principles and adopts a policy 
designed to remove the causes of Hitlerism and 
of the international rivalry the intensification of 
which has brought us to the brink of disaster. 


* : : 
It is refreshing to turn from the apologia of 
a Labour leader, so indistinguishable in places 
from the oratory of Cabinet Ministers, to the 
clarion call in Sir Richard Acland’s book. 

To those who for years have been working for 
a new world order based on co-operation in 
place of competition, it will come as a pleasant 
surprise and encouragement to find so notable a 
person joining their ranks. 


His theme is the need to press forward imme- 
diately toward common ownership of the means 
of production—the application to practical 
politics, in fact, of the commandment, “ Love thy 
neighbour.” So this Liberal MP persuasively 
puts the case for real socialism! 


In the sphere of foreign affairs *e is still 
haunted by the ghost of “collective security,” 
but that does not prevent him from giving a 
sound warning against the danger of a post-war 
federal union run by, and for, “the very biggest 
men in the biggest of all possible big business 
worlds.” 


Some will be critical of his own preposal for 
an ultimately international army; though, to he 
fair, one must admit that he envisages'an other- 
wise unarmed world in which the army would 
gradually wither away (just like the power of 
the State in the Marxists’ classless society!) 
But, leaving aside this and other differences on 
points of detail, there is much with which paci- 
fists will agree in this call to crusade for the 
acceptance of new ideals. 


Perhaps the extent to which Labour leaders 
have abdicated from the position of crusaders 
for a classless society and a warless world is 
made clear by the fact that Sir Richard—a 
Liberal and, I believe, a landowner—has be- 
come so impressed bythe gravity of our situa- 
tion that he has become converted to these views 
and has expounded them with such urgency and 


sincerity. J. W. COWLING 


HOW MANY NEW READERS 
HAVE YOU GOT THIS YEAR? 


YOUR LAST CHANCE 


When we began this series of announcements in " Peace News' 


we knew, of course, that we were offering an attractive investment 
and we hoped to get a good many applications for shares. We 
must admit, however—bearing in mind the war and the difficult 
economic situation—that we did not expect quite the profusion of 
applications we have actually received. It is good to find there is 
still a welcome for peaceable and constructive enterprise; that 
honest putting together can still go on in a world darkened by lunatic 


destruction. 


There are only a few days left wherein to apply for the present issue 
on which the yield is four per cent. free of income tax. Applications 
posted not later than the 31st of March will (subject to our right— 


which we always reserve—to decline any specific application) be 
accepted. This is your very last chance to secure the extra ten 
shillings per cent. We have sufficient confidence in your enlightened 
common sense—however Buzfuzian we may feel in saying it—to 
know that you are resolved not to miss it. 


Managing Director ; E, W. BALES 


ST, PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1. 
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LETTERS TO 


PEACE NEWS 


March 29, 1940 


THE EDITOR 


NEGOTIATE 
NOW ! 


MR. HERMANN RAUSCHNING declares 
in a recent article that “ A lasting peace 
cannot be negotiated with Hitler nor ary 
of his lieutenants.” 
No lasting peace has ever yet been 
negotiated in the history of the nations! 
Even temporary peace, however, is 
always preferable to present war. While 
the peace lasts, thousands of lives are being 
saved ; while peace lasts, there is always 
a chance that sanity will prevail and 
armed conflict be prevented. 
T. J. E. WARBURTON. 
20 Warrior Square, 


St. Leonards-on-Sea, 
Sussex, 


Totalitarianism 


As your issue of March 8 seems rather to 
contain a suggestion to that effect and as [ 
know that many pacifist friends labour under 
the illusion, may I be allowed to say that neither 
I nor any of my colleagues in the British 
People’s Party have the slightest sympathy with 
any of the objectionable features of totalitarian 
governments—persecution of minorities, State 
idolatry, interference with religious liberty and 
the right of free speech, or undemocratic 
methods of appointing the rulers of the country. 

The fact that no-one detests State interference 
more than I do, does not, however, blind me to 
the good as well as the evil in the present 
régime in Germany—for example, a far more 
intelligent monetary and foreign trade system 
than ours and far better use of available re- 
sources for securing the material comfort and 
happiness of the weekly wage-earners. I also 
realize that many of the evils in totalitarian 
countries which are wholly indefensible, are very 
understandable, { must say I am continually 
amazed and distressed by the complete inability, 
not merely of the Press-doped general public, 
but of respected Christian friends, to differ- 
entiate between the defence of an evil and the 
understanding of why, human nature and 
circumstances being what they are in a certain 
case, it is only to be expected, however rightly 
also to be deplored. 

TAVISTOCK 


Cairnsmore, Newton Stewart. 
Wigtownshire. 


Capitalism 


Donald Lambourne writes about “the present 
so-called capitalist system” as if it were a myth. 

Here is a quotation from Wealth by Professor 
Cannan, London’ University: “The present 
organization of industry is sometimes described 
as capitalistic, and the term is quite_properly 
applied, if all that is meant by it is that in our 
part of the world the greater part of industry 
and property is immediately controlled by per- 
sons and institutions whose object is to make a 
profit on their capital. In Western Europe and 
America it is certain that the majority of 
workers work as they are directed to work by 
persons and bodies of persons who employ them 
in order to make a profit by getting more than 
they pay for all expenses, and who reckon the 
profit as a percentage on their capital.” (Page 
104, 1924 Edition.) 

To quote Marshal Foch (as recorded in page 
36, col. 2, of the Socialist Standard for March, 
1940): “ What do we all seek? New outlets for 
an ever-increasing commerc2-and for industries 
which, producing far more than they can con- 
sume or seli are constantly hampered by an 
increasing competition. And then? Why the 
new areas for trade are cleared by cannon shot." 

To quote, further, any statesman of any 
country: “ Export or Die!” 

R. T. CAMPBELL. 

ZT Inglefield Road, 

Glasgow S.2 


Non-Registration 


Surely failure to register is the most disastrous 
course that a conscientious objector can take, 
from the point of view of the spread, and even 
the integrity, of the pacifist movement? A CO 
consents to appear before a tribunal not, as a 
correspondent recently suggested, because he is 
willing to abide by its decisions, but because he 
acknowledges the reasonableness of the State’s 
desire to make sure that he is a genuine pacifist, 
and not a mere coward or shirker. 

Tt is clear that any decision of the tribunal 
other than unconditional removal from the 
Register of CO's is an admission that the 
examinee's pacifism is genuine; and this being so, 
it is no more entitled to order him to bind 
wounds or dig potatoes against his conscience 
than to take life. But he does stand vindicated 
as a sincere man of peace. 

DENYS KAY-ROBINSON. 


Nurses 


I wonder it there are any nurses who read this 
who would be willing to pledge themselves to 
peace. 

{ should very much like to make a revister of 
nurses—a peace register. Some way could be 
found for all nurses who are interested to keep 
in touch with one another. 

BARBARA GREIG, S.R.N., S.C.M., 27a Eton 
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham. 


It is advisable to boak space for 
DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS 
not less than a week before date of issue. 


Otherwise the heavy demands on our 
space may result in prospective adver- 
tisers being disappointed 


(Rates on application) 


Results of Peace 


IT HAVE been trying very hard for a long 
* time to win working-class support for :.n 
immediate peace with Germany, and in 
attempting this I have been forced to tke 
conclusion that, for the overwhelming 
majority of such people, the pacifist case 
can necessarily have no meaning unless it 
is strengthened and implemented by clear 
evidence of official, government action to 
ensure something approaching econoraic 
security at home in the event of a peace. 


The working classes of Britain today are, 
despite all their grumbling at inconveni- 
ences, quite as unwilling to return to the 
pre-war state of society as the Germans are 
to be thrust back into the Weimar republic. 
Indeed the two sets of conditions are ex- 
traordinarily similar. 


A. K. HUDSON. 


104 Crouch Hill, 
London, N.8. 


Britain’s Cheap 
Labour 


It will do a lot of good if all pacifists will read 
and take to heart the two sentences in Sir 
Richard Acland’s article in Peace News (15/3/40), 
relating to cheap coloured labour. 


Few people seem to realize how poor we should 
be without this, even if we were all working with 
the best possible machinery in an economic 
system without any losses of any sort. It is not 
dificult for anyone to get a fairly accurate 
measure of the effects of this cheap labour on our 
homes and lives. 


It is easy to show that the normal wage of 
many grades of skilled craftsmen will buy work 
that needs more than five people ®% produce 
however good the tools and conditions may be. 
Many of these labour products, which even after 
being transported thousands of miles are still 
under a fifth of their fair price are essential 
articles of food or raw material. 


It is this fact which has made it impossible to 
produce many articles of food in Britain (except 
at a dead loss) and forced the wages of the farm 
worker below the town worker, which gives 
every industrial nation two alternatives. 

Either... 

Fight the other mechanized nations for the 
right to exploit the dwindling number of black 
men without machines, with economic or other 
weapons. . . 

Pes 
Be willing to push the standard of living 

down to a fair level. 

As economic war is as destructive as the other 
sort can we ask if community is the only way 
out? 

Or is there some other way? 


J. DENNIS. 
High Snab, Newlands, 
Keswick, Cumberland. 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


ACCOMMODALLUN 
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To Let 
PRIVATE Bed-sitting-rooms in Pacifist Com- 


munity. 25s inclusive-—Apply Dorothy Vickers, 
77 St. James Road, Sutton. 


Wanted 
PACIFIST ACTOR wants bed-sitting-room 
within 10 minutes of Victoria.—-Box 381, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


BOOKS 


THE DIVINE CLOCK. 130 page book on 
Bible prophecies concerning coming events, 
2s, 6d. Booklet, Bible Chronology in the Light 
of Modern Astronomy, 6d.—Secretary, Prophetic 
League, 21 Poplar Grove, New Malden 


TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The book 
for which Action and the New Leader refused 
advertisements, Truth says “so dangerous that 
the authorities should lose no time in suppressing 
it.” Two shillings and sixpence trom Britislr 
People’s Party, 15 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FRENCH, German, Spanish, Italian taught by 
correspondence.—Macrini School of Languages, 
Osborne Road, Southsea. 


“LITTLE ST. FRANCIS” International Paci- 
fist Boarding and Day School. Co-education 
(Montessori method). This modern, newly- 
founded Home-school welcomes boys and girls, 
aged 2-12, to be brought up spiritually and 
educationally for a pacifist, progressive, construc- 
tive life, together with practical work-exercises., 
Music and art stressed.—Apply to Principal, H. 
He C. Marcus, 41 Crossborough Hill, Basingstoke, 

ants, 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs, Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteosath bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way, North Letchworth (Letchworth 
885). 


Bayonet Practice 


SINCE last September some of us have 

been taking a new interest in the 
anatomy of the human body. Asa result of 
that knowledge we hope, should the neces- 
sity arise, to be able to render first aid to 
those who may have the misfortune to be- 
come victims of warfare. 


There are others who have also been 
studying anatomy—for a different purpose. 
I have just had a letter from one of them. 
This is what he writes on his sixth day 
away from home: 


“I do not know which section of the army I 
shall end up in, but at the moment am at the 
Infantry Training Centre, where we have to 
learn all the more terrible ways of killing. We 
have just had our first lesson on bayonet fight- 
ing, and it’s pretty awful—I don’t quite know 
how I'shall be able to get on. The sergeant tells 
us that there are seven parts of the body to 
aim for—throat, stomach, left and right groin, 
breast and kidneys We are taken to a straw 
filled sack, and have to :magine that it’s a 
German, and plunge the bayonet at the different 
parts named by the sergeant. It's very dread- 
ful, and one of the chaps fainted at practice. 
It would upset my parents very much if they 
knew what I have to do. so please don't say 
anything to them about this letter.” 


I imagined the exquisite torture in his eyes 
as he realized that one day he might have to 
do that to the warm, throbbing flesh of a man 
like himself—a man against whom he had no 
personal quarrel, with whom in a saner world 
he might have found a rich and_ enduring 
comradeship. 


Most of all, I thought of the bewilderment in 
his tortured soul as he tried to understand how 
he could do all this in the name of Christ—the 
lowly, patient Christ who told us to love our 
enemies, and Himself went sorrowfully the way 
of the cross, the lesions of angels unsummoned, 
there to win through love the victory which hate 
could never have achieved. Gentle. devout 
ladies in his home church had told him that 
this was a holy war, a crusade for the defence 
of Christian principles. 


When shall we realize that the Gospel of re- 
deeming love is neither honoured nor defended 
by plunging cold steel into warm flesh! 


(Rev.) DAVID R. MACE. 


Is War Natural ? 


Andrew Stewart quotes the following assertion 
by H. G. Wells in his book The N:w World 
Order: — 


“ 


... Peace means so cemplicated and difficutt 
an ordering and balancing of human socicty 
that it has never been sustained since man be- 
came man. . .” 

May I set against this a quotation from W. J. 
Perry's Growth of Civilization: — 

“In its earliest stages, human society was 
peaceful; warfare has developed as an accidental 
excrescence. Warfare has grown like a parasitic 
plant, until it now threatens to destroy the host 
on which it lives” 

Can any of your readers tell me which of 
these authorities is the more trustworthy? 


DAVID R. ROBERTS 
1 Mount Drive, North Harrow. 


Classified Advertisements 


PERSONAL 


COMMUNITY. Will all pacifists interested in 
starting an income-pooling group in Streatham 
come to a meeting at 260 Streatham High Road 
on Monday, April 1, at 8 p.m. 


NO CONSCRIPTION LEAGUE Glasgow and 
West of Scotland Advisory Bureau meets every 
Saturday at 2 p.m. in SSP Rooms, 70 Robertson 
Street, Glasgow, C2. S. McGill, Secretary, 
3 Belleiste Street, Glasgow, S2. 


PRINTING 


PACIFIST PRINTER: Handbilis, leaflets, pro- 
grammes and general printing —W. J. Brigden. 
232, Sellincourt Road, London, S.W.17 


PRINTING of any description. Cheapest 
house in country for leaflets. &c. Speedy de- 
livery —Gait and Son, Shipley, Yorks Entirely 
PPU. 


PUBLICATIONS 


PEACE COMMENTARY. A weekly com- 
mentary on current events. 2s. 6d for six 
months. Specimen from Dick Sheppard Centre, 
ta Eddystone Road, London, S.E.24. 


~ PLEASE MAY I have twelve more. . . 1 think 
it excellent.” An extract from one of many 
letters from subscribers to Headline News- 
Letters Fifty-two letters, 10s Od. Twenty-six 
5s. 6d. Specimen Copy, 2d.—Sec., Headline News- 
Letters. 13 John Street, WC.1. 


RELIGIOUS 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 


respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends,-free on application to the 
Friends Home Service Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.L. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
CASHIER BOOK-KEEPER and/or shorthand 
typist required by solicitors now in country near 
Reading, but West London permanency if 
suitable.—Write; age, experience and salary, to 
Box 379, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


VACANCY ON LAND SCHEME for CO will- 
ing to undertake housekeeping and cooking for 
small community—Write Warden, Dick 
Sheppard Centre, 52 Queensway, Bayswater, W.2. 
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POINTS FROM 
LETTERS 


WoW cw ccne-csccnual 


LABOUR AND RUSSIA 


I noted in last week’s Peace News a reference 
to the statement of Mr. D. R. Grenfell that the 
British Labour Party—including. one supposes, 
the trade union movement—would stand solidly 
behind any move against Soviet Russia. 


I believe this statement to be utterly without 
foundation. As a TU secretary myself, | know 
something of the attitude of trade unionists. 


R. F. HILLIN, Bristol. 


CONSCIENCE 


M. Furness argues that all war is wrong, but 
all warriors are right, if they think they are. 


This is upholding the majesty of conscience 
with a vengeance. It is, in fact, putting the 
human and fallible conscience above the in- 
fallible God. 


To make the Furness fallacy clearer. would 
she argue that Chastity is right for one man, 
and wrong for another ? 


Rev. G. TINSLEY PEET, 9 Chatham Road, 
Worthing. 


PLAYLET FOR PACIFISTS 


Anyone who can make use of a short, topical, 
dialogue-sketch, taking about half an hour to 
perform, is welcome to the loan of a copy of 
Peace Depends on You, which I wrote for a local 
social, and was received with appreciation by the 
audience. 


T will gladly send a copy of the playlet to any 
interested person, the only obligation upon whom 
will be to return it after he has made sufficient 
copies for the members of the caste, four in 
number. 


CYRIL F. WRIGHT. Chairman, Malden PPU 
Group. 19 Onslow Road. New Malden, Surrey. 


SECRET “FRENCH” RADIO 


The French’ short-wave anti-war — station 
mentioned in Peace News would appear to be 
run either by Fascists or else from Germany—- 
to judge by the stock phrases against Jews and 
so forth used by the announcer Unfortunately 
not much else can be heard due to severe 
jamming, but it certainly isn’t a real “peace” 
station. 


R. H. FRANOUX, London, N.19. 


LAND MONOPOLY 


The Allegory on the Alligator by Stuart 
Chase, printed on last week's Peace News was 
very good and reveals the true cause of our sick 
civilization. The parallel is 
Alligator in our society is surely the Land 
Monopoly which demands toll for access to 
nature’s bounty. 


Henry George's logical plan of imposing a tax 
on the unimproved values of land (from which 
all wealth comes) has the effect of legalizing 
community ownership of these natural resources 
without forcibly discussing the self-styled 
guardian. 


F. VAKEY, Hastings. 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


Situations—Wanted 


ABSOLUTIST (28), First-class Compositor. 
seeks post. Discharged for refusing war work. 
Married. Trade unionist—Box 378, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


CO, age 25, seeks employment. Experienced 
lorry driver and mechanic; 7 years’ clean jicence. 
Box 283, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


CO (25) awaiting tribunal, seeks farm work. 
Inexp2rienced.—Box 382, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road. N.4. 


PACIFIST (26) married, urgently requires 
situation; accept any compatible employment.— 
Towner. 55 University Road, S.W.19. 


TYPEWRITING. 
BEST RIBBON Now Costs only 2s. 0d., postage 
paid. Name typewriter, colour(s), —- Lamb’s, 


15 Prospect Place, Preston. 

FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and duplict- 
ing.—Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
London, S.E.24. Brixton 2863. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. Vege- 
tarian Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation. Central ‘heating. 
H and ec. water in bedrooms.—A. and K. 35. 
Ludlow, The Briars Crich, Matlock. Station: 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). Tel: Ambergate 44. 


IN THE “VALLEY OF PEACE” Guest House 
that provides an escape from war atmosphere. 
Vegetarian Food Reform table. Log fires. 
Beautiful sciting near Beech Woods. Tariff from 
proprietors: “Fortune's Well,” Sheepscombe, 
Stroud. Glos 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B. and B., 5s. double, 
8s. 6d. Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 3572. 


WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House and 
Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet 
Barn House, Brockweir, Mon. 


YOUTH HOUSE. Residential and Social centre 
for progressive youth. Vegetarian restaurant, 
lectures, dances, language classes, rambles, &c- 
Internationalism and fellowship in active coni- 
munal life. Single bed-sitting-rooms, 15s. pet 
week.—Apply Secretary, 250 Camden Road. 
N.W.1. Gulliver 5189. 
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Your Diary 


Items for inclusion in this column 
should contain: Date, Town, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of event; 
speakers; organizers (and secretary’s 
address). 

As it is a free service we reserve 
the right to select items for inclusion. 

Notices received after MONDAY 
will in any case stand very little 
chance of publication. 


Today (Friday) 


BELFAST; 8 p.m. York Street Non-Subscribing 
Presbyterian Church Hall Maurice Rowntree, 
Roy Walker, and Tom Finnegan on “ Wanted— 
Peace!”; PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Rev. A. D. Belden on “Conditions for a Peace 
Settlement ”; PPU. 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. Stanstead House, 
London Road (Chalkwell Schools’ Tram Stop); 
Wilfred Wellock and Cnr. Harold Clough (chair- 
man) on “Is a Negotiated Peace Possible?” 
PPU. 

Tomorrow (Saturday) 


CHINGFORD MOUNT; 3 pm. Corner Albert 
Avenue; assemble for mass selling of Peace 
News: 4 p.m., open-air meeting: E. C. Redhead 
and T. Hart on “Negotiate Now”; PPU 
GREENFORD; 3.30 p.m. Community Centre, 
Oldfield Lane Miss Sybil Morrison on “Woman's 
Place in the Pacifist Movement.” 
MAIDSTONE; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Wheeler Street; Kent Area Conference on “ Peace 
News, Policy and Publicity.” Humphrey 5. 
Moore. Andrew Stewart, Eric T. Roach, Rev. H. 
K. P. Smith (chairman); fee inc. tea, ts.; pooled 
fares average 2s 


Saturday and Sunday, March 30 and 31 


BELFAST ; Gregg School, 26 Wellington Place; 
conference on “The Pacifist and the Com- 
munity”: PPU. (Details from Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 31a Wellington Place.) 


GREAT HUCKLOW, Derbyshire; “Barleycrofts”; 
Weekend School; James Avery Joyce; “The Cause 
and Cure of the present War”; further details 
trom Donald Roger. Dick Sheppard Centre, 30a 
Change Alley, Sheffield 1. 


Sunday, March 31 


ALTRICHAM; 8 pm YWCA, Ashley Road: 
Mrs. Gladvs Needham: chairman, Shiela Pick- 
Stone: Women's Peace Campaign Meeting (under 
auspices of FoR, PPU, WIL and WCG). 


BANBURY; 3 p.m Friends’ Mceting House, 
Horse Fair: A. P. McDougall on “What I think 
about the War"; PPU 


PECKHAM; 2 p.m. Main Co-op Hall. Rye Lane; 
Rev. Reginald Sorensen. M.P.. Dr. C. A. Smith 
(ILP) and Robert King (PPU); “ Negotiate 
Peace Now ”; PPU 


Monday, Apri. 1 


EWELL, Surrey; 8 p.m. Ewell Vicarage, Church 
Street; Don Gray on “Why I am a Pacifist”: 
PPU. 

WAKEFIELD; 7.15 pm 
House, Thornhil: Street: 
Wakefield group; PPU. 


Friends’ Meeting 
annual meeting of 


Tuesday, April 2 
LONDON, WC.1; 12.45 pm. Cafe Embassy, 42 
Theobald’s Road; Mrs. Richardson on “ Alterna- 
tive Service”; Civil Service Pacifist Fellowship. 
MANCHESTER: 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Mount Street; Douglas J. J. Owen on 
“Conscription and the Land Question”; NCL. 
TOWER HILL; 1245 pm. Open-air meeting; 
Sybil Morrison; City PPU group. 
TROWBRIDGE; 7 p.m. Tabernacle Church 
Room: Harold F. Bing on “The War Resisters’ 
International’ ; PPU. 


Wednesday, April 3 
LEIGH-ON-SEA; 8 9.m. Friends’ 
House; Rev. Tom Shepard; FoR. 
YEOVIL; 7.30 p.m The Park School. The Park: 


D. J. Weight; chairman, Stanley Hargreaves; 
United Pacifist Group. 


Thursday, April 4 


DUNDEE; 8 p.m. PPU Room, 6 Panmure Street; 
COs’ meeting; Rev. A. Whitford on “ What is a 
Man to do?’ ; PPU. 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES ; 7.45 p.m. Friends’ 
House, Eden Street; Miss Lucy Burt on “China”; 
PPU and FCO. 

STOCKPORT; 7.45 p.m. Garrick Hall, Welling- 
ton Road, James H. Hudson, Andrew Stewart 
and Rev. Glynn Phelps (chairman) ; PPU, FoR 
and Society of Friends. 

SUTTON; 8 p.m. 


Meeting 


Tribunal. 

Friday, April 5 
LEEDS; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Woodhouse Lane; annual general meeting 


ees to constitution, election of officers; 
LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; Rev. D. Glan Morgan on 
“ Psychology and the Will to Power”; FoR. 
LONDON, S.W.12; 8 p.m. Labour Party Centre, 
12 Balham Park Road; Eric Tucker; meeting for 
COs and sympathizers; Balham and Tooting 
COs’ Advisory Bureau. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Dr. A. D. Belden on “Conditions for a Peace 
Settlement "5 PPU. 


Saturday, April 6 


PRESTON; 3 p.m. Percy Street School: one- 
day school; A. Stephen Noel and A. Gilbert 
(chairman) ; PPU. 


Sunday, April 7 


PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Swarthmore Hall: P. M. 
Patel on “Power of Non-Violence”: PPU. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


INTO THE 


UNKNOWN 


By John Barelay 


HE constant rumblings “off stage” are 
not conducive of clear and far-sighted 
vision. The daily dose of horror on 
placards and headlines is a perpetual 
reminder of the folly of. men, and makes it 
difficult to keep one’s eye on the horizons. 
It is necessary sometimes to get away from 
the hand-claps and heckling and to mix 
with those who are living in close com- 
munity with deeper aspects of human 
living. 

So at Easter seventy of us met at Lang- 
ham and sat in conference for four days. 
We listened to people like Max Plowman, 
Middleton Murry, Eric Gill and Mary 
Gamble, and discussed with them the 
implications of the Faith called Pacifism. 
Between times we dug in the garden, and 
prepared the earth for the sowing of savoys 
and swedes! We found 
that religion and politics 
were sharply divided and 
must be reconciled, and in 
the end were led to see 
that a synthesis could be 
arrived at. 


The Group 
Secretary’s 


Weekly 


Notes 


Permeating the Conference was a spirit 
of community—a reality and an inspira- 
tion. This new venture at Langham has 
been created by the initivtive of M&x 
Plowman. It is the birth of a new and 
deeper life and may become, if we will it, 
a source of our future success. Ever since 
Dick Sheppard died there has been a sense 
of disunity which came, I think, from 
hearts divided by grief which each bore 
alone. Now comes an opportunity for 
building a new central clearing house—a 
pacifist university—to which all may go, 
and from which will radiate a new vitality. 


The community at Langham is entirely 


dependent on the support it receives from 
groups and individual members. In the 
same way that we supported Basque 
children; let us now support our new 
university. I am convinced that by the 
time the Whitsun Conference is over we 
shall have realized how necessary such a 
centre is to our movement. Those who 
met this weekend came from places as far 
afield as Birmingham, Bristol, Doncaster 
and London, and will affirm this truth. 
One group I know has already decided to 
send 10s. a week, and it only needs 50 such 
to make the venture a financial success. 
Why not 400 weekly half-crowns imme- 
diately! It could be done with half the 
initiative that has come from the effort of 
one man. 


We are fortunate in our leaders. If they 
are to lead we must support and follow, not 
blindly, but with a certain knowledge that 
others will be inspired by our wisdom. The 
very diversity of outlook from which a 
common vision has come is the strength 
of the Peace Pledge Union; but the main- 
taining of this strength depends on the 
personal responsibility of every individual 
member. 


Labour Pacifists Meet 


At a conference of pacifist members of the 
Labour Party held in London recently it was 
decided to form an association to be known as 
“The Fellowship of Labour Party Pacifists.” 

A provisiorfal committee was elected and 
Councillor W. Elliott, of 36 Hanworth Road, Red- 
hill, Surrey, is actmmg as hon. secretary. It is 
hoped that regional committees will be set up 
in various parts of the country and any who are 
interested should get in touch with the secretary 
at the address stated above. 


Women’s Peace Campaign 


APPEAL TO 
GOVERNMENTS 


REQUESTS for appeal forms are flowi1g 

into the office and many groups z.+e 
getting ready to have a steady drive for t..¢ 
next few weeks. 

A systematic house-to-house canvass will 
undoubtedly yield most valuable contacts with 
people who have hitherto been outside the range 
of pacifist propaganda. 

The Appeal to Governmenis affords the best 
opportunity we have yet had of solid work 
among country women, and groups in villages 
and small country towns have been quick to 
realize this. The canvassers not only start ‘fhe 
householder thinking, but the call opens up 
general discussion between neighbours which 
will be of the utmost educational value. 

Street publicity may well be used in the bigger 
centres. Tables can perhaps be set up, bearing 
the poster, with appeal forms and pens ready 
for signatures, in the entrances to shops, in 
markets, or at church gates on Sunday. 

AH public meetings should be attended by 
collectors, as it is proposed to bring before the 
British Parliament and certain other govern- 
ments the first instalment when 5,000 names 
have been received. Thereafter each 1.000 or so 
will be laid upon the table of the House of 
Commons and personally brought to the atten- 
tion of the Premier by one of our pacifist MPs. 

Time is of the utmost importance, and the 
more publicly the work is done the better the 
propaganda value. 


SYBIL MORRISON, 
Women’s Peace Campaign. 
6 Endsleigh Street, > 
London, W.C.1. 
* 


To the Edito? 

In answer to Sybil Morrison’s letter, “What 
can women do now and do quickly to stop the 
war?’—I think they should go in thousands to 
the House of Commons and insist that peace be 
negotiated. The neutral Powers are standing by; 
they haye offered their services for mediation. 

Queen Wilhelmina should be asked to give her 
leadership to a Women’s Peace Campaign in 
Europe. Cc. E PAYNE, 

117 Berkeley Court, 

Baker Street. 
London, N.W.1. 


What the Groups Are Doing 


In addition to the reports we publish on this 
page we are glad to acknowledge reports from 
groups at: Alton, Bedford, Birmingham, Ccal- 
ville, Ditchling, Ealing, Eastleigh, Ilford, Lewis- 
ham, Milborne Port, Peterborough, Sidmouth. 
Stockton-on-Tees and Weymsuth. 

While it is gratifying to have these signs of 
the widespread activity of PPU groups, we regret 
we can only publish each week a selection from 
the reports we receive. 


* 


Great Interest ‘n Jersey 


MEETING hela by the Jersey group in the 
largest restaurant in St. Helier -vas packed 

out, with crowds unable to get in. Police had to 
regulate the crowd The interest was in part 
due to opposition in the local Press by a parson. 
Speakers were Mr. John Sterling and the Rev. 
Donald Stuart, and in spite of some hecklers 
they got a good hearing. For 35 minutes they 
answered written questions after the speeches 


West Hampshire Suggestions 


OLLOWING are among the resolutions 
adopted by the West Hampshire Regional 
Cenference held last week: 

“That before the affirmations were accepted 
by the National Council, they should have been 
submitted to members of the PPU. 

“That there shall be direct voting by indi- 
vidual members via grsup, regional and area 
representatives. , 

“That the agenda of National Council business 
be submitted to groups for discussion 

“That the election of area and national repre- 
sentatives be conducted through groups and 
regions. a 
> “That the directors cf Peace News be elected 
in the same way as in the foregoing resolution : 

“*That Peace News shall be a topical news- 
paper: (1) by printing as far as possible, all 
peace and anti-war resolutions passed; (2) by 
publishing, as far as possible, all peace and anti- 
war news from abroad (especially in the 
Empire), the churches, political parties, trade 
unions, &¢., even at the expense of articles.’ 

“That pamphlets be produced to state the full 
pacifist case in war-time in language under- 


77 St James Road; Mock} stood by working men.” 


N.E. Lancashire Federation 


HE North-East Lancashire Federation has 
been favoured with a visit from John 
Barclay who, on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
March 7 to 9, addressed a series of meetings in 
Colne, Nelson, Burnley, and Rawtenstall. On 
each occasion there were good and appreciative 
audiences, including many who heard the PPU 
message for the first time. 

The first AGM of the Federation was held on 
the Saturday, and was also attended by John 
Barcley, who gave much helpful advice. A 
scheme for increasing the sales .of Peace News 
by neighbouring groups joining forces was 
approved, and one group delegate reported that 
in addition to the usual weekly posters, use was 
made of other posters such as the famous “ War's 
New Target” poster. 

On Saturday evening a public meeting was 
held at Rawtenstall, following the Federation Con- 
ference. It was presided over by James Riley 
who, in a very able and convincing speech, 
replied to allegations that the PPU was engaged 
in manufacturing CO's. Then followed John 
Barclay, who spoke 6a “ Negotiate Now.” 


Pee the chairmanship of the Rev. H. 
Taylor Cape, the Knightswood grou, held a 
highly successful public meeting recently, when 
Professor G. H. C. Macgregor and W. Oliver 
Brown addressed an audience of some 300 on 
the “Case for Negotiation Now.” 


Malden and Coombe Group 


N March 8, at a meeting held in the Con- 
gregational Hall, attended by thirty people, 
the group inaugurated a series of discussions on 
the subject: “ What Can I do for Peace?” 
Mr. H. Arthur of the Surrey Education Com- 
mittee, gave the opening address 
It was clearly shown that wcemer wish to equip 
themselves with facts about the economic causes 
of war, in order to deal with questions asked by 
sceptical neighbours. The group intend to deal 
with these aspects through subsequent discussion. 


Paul Gliddon at Ilminster 


HE Hminster and District Peace Group 
arranged a successful meeting at Chard on 
March 1. About 30 people were present. Harry 
Wickham, of Midsomer Norton, took the chair, 
and Paul Gliddon spoke on “ How can Hitlerism 
be destroyed?” : 

An informal meeting is held each week at 
Broadway, and a cordial invitation is extended 
to any who are interested. It is hoped shortly 
to start a Study Group. 


Ealing Group Meeting 


A’ a group meeting on March 12, at Ealing, 
Mr. Turner lectured on the aims of the 
Commonwealth of Christian Pacifists. 

He said he could see no way in which pacifists 
could achieve their aims by ordinary political or 
democratic methods. What was needed, he 
agreed with Middleton Murry, was a fifth revo- 
lution, “the result of which would be that every 
man would be regarded as a human person” 


New Coventry Group 


WYKEN (Coventry) group has just been 
formed and a programme of meetings is 
being planned to cover the next few mentns. 
All interested are invited to attend group m=et- 
ings on Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. at 140, Hartland 
Avenue, Wyken, or write to the secretary, G. A. 
Ronneback, 116 Sullivan Road, Wyken, Coventry. 


Banbury’s Regular Meetings 


{has Banbury branch has arranged a series of 
Sunday afternoon talks by prominent !ocal 
people on “What I think about the War.” 

Speaking classes are also arranged on alternate 
weeks. Further details are obtainable from the 
secretary, K. H. W. Mills, 8 Broughton Road, 
Banbury. 


Newcastle Activities 


Ths Newcastle (Staffs) group, formed at the 

beginning of the war when the Stoke group 
was decentralized, now has a membership of 
forty, and there is usually an attendance of about 
thirty at the weekly group meetings. 

Many members are engaged in social service— 
boys’ clubs, allotments, knitting for refugees, &c. 
—while others undertake the selling of Peace 
News each week. A press committee has been 
formed to watch the daily press for any oppor- 
tunities to segd letters stating the pacifist 
viewpoint : A 


HE Pontypool group meets regularly on Sun- 
days at the Education Settlement Since 
the commencement of the war there has been an 
average attendance of forty. 
Further details from E. M. Tranter, 27 The 
Highway, Pontag, Pontypool Road. 


Sutton and Cheam Centre 


NEW Peace Centre has been opened by ‘ne 
Sutton and Cheam group at 77 St. James 
Road, Sutton. Already some members are living 
there, but three more are needed in order to 
make it a success financially. 
Regular group meetings are held on Thursdays 
at 8 p.m., but visitors are welcome at ihe Centre 
any evening. 


Cardiff Women’s Campaign 


N March 14, the local section of Women’s 
Peace Campaign held a conference and 
public meeting in Cardiff. The conference was 
for women only and was addressed py Sybil 
Morrison who spoke of the work done so far by 
the Women's Peace Campaign. It was agreed to 
form a Central Committee representing local 
women's organizations. 
The public meeting was addressed by Sybil 
Morrison and Rosalind Bevin with Richard 
Bishop in the chair. 


Southend Activities 


ASIL PAINTING made an excellent impres- 
sion upon a_ well-attended meeting in 
Southend on March 6. In his speech and answers 
to questions he formulated a comprehensive cut- 
line of PPU general policy. 

On March 29, Wilfred Wellock will be the 
speaker, and Councillor H. W. Clough, » welil- 
known local personality, the chairman at another 
public meeting. 

Circularizaticn of some seven hundred signa- 
tories has resulted in the list of members being 
brought thorcughly up to date. 

If any PPU sympathizers in the district are 
still not being advised of group activities they 
should send a card now to the Members’ Secre- 
tary, Mr. Harvey, 104 Southview Drive, Westcliff- 
on-Sea 


Rousing Cambridge Meeting 


6649S a Negotiated Peace Possible?’ was the 

subject discussed at a meeting held at Cam 
bridge on March 14. The speakers were Mary 
Gamble, Wilfred Wellock and J. C. Hatch. Pro- 
fessor Raven was in the chair. 

Miss Gamble said that in war the only victors 
were death, destruction, disintegration and 
despair. Though she had no brief for Nazism, 
she was convinced that brute force could not be 
destroyed by more brute force. Then addressing 
herself to those present who were not pacifists, 
she said that probably they thought she was 
talking “highfaluting nonsense” by demanding 
peace now. But she challenged them to give an 
alternative solution. 

J. C. Hatch (University PPU) asked if a “new 
Europe” could be established more easily in say 
1943 after millions had been killed and Europe 
reduced to a shambles with impoverished and 
embittered survivors. Peace should be made at 
once because democratic ideals would only sur- 
svive in peaec whereas the doctrines of violence 
would thrive on a continued war. 

Wilfred Wellock’ ended the meeting with a 
review of the economic causes of the war, and 
he urged that economic justice was a pre- 
requisite of a lasting peace, 
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Advertising 
“Peace News” 
in the Press 


ERIC 


STEP TO PEACE 


(continued from page one) 


in its simplest terms, and in its deepest 


Copies of “Peace News” ordered last week:| meaning, is the job of our fellowship, our 


34,561 (200 remained on Tuesday) 


Last week’s donations to “ Peace News” Fund: 
£3 10s. 6d. 


Total of “Peace News’ Fund to date: 
£577 Is. 14d. 


HIS week’s suggestion for increasing the 

circulation of Peace News is one which 

can be carried out by groups or by in- 
dividual readers. 


Here it is, as put forward by a reader 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 


“In a desire to help the peace movement by 
an endeavour to increase the circulation of your 
paper, I have inserted an advertisement weekly 
tor the past three months in the local papers. . . 

“JT am sure there would be at least one person 
in every town and city throughout the land more 
generous than myself, who would be glad to 
spend a few shillings weekly in this way to help 
the cause, and Peace News is well worthy of our 
best efforts. ‘ 

“It is quite possible that many thousands, if 
once introduced to Peace News would find it a 
most welcome addition to their weekly reading 
matter.” 


This proposal has the further advantage 
that the arhount spent on the advertise- 
ments can vary according to the money 
available. 

In some places groups might find it pos- 
sible to advertise their regular street- 
selling pitches in this way. 


ova 


(The Peace News fund was launched to re- 
lease for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union's activity the subsidy paid to Peace News. 
Though the paper is now self-supporting. the 
debt for the subsidy paid over several months 
remains, and we would therefore welcome dona- 
tions of any size to enable us to pay it off as soon 
as possible. Individual acknowledgments will be 
sent. Cheques should be made pavable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
Londan, N.4). 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement Olfices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hil! 6157 
Subscription Rates, home and abroad: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes alt 
who accept the pacifist doctrine no matter what 
their approach. Its activity is not confined to 
the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive 
peace policy Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard:— 

I renounce war and I will never support or 

sanction another. 

Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street. 
London, W.C.1. ¥ 


* 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still less 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply en- 
dorsement of any views expressed or implicit 
therein or PPU connexion with the matter 
advertised.) Contributions are welcomed, though 
no payment is made. They should be type- 
written, if possible, and one side only of the 
paper should be used. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


To een cee = 


{Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS" 
to me weekly. 


Name 


Address 


4S From issue dated enccnceennnemeennmmnmn 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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Union. 


And each one of us must begin with him- 
self or herself. It is no use beginning any- 
where else. ‘All revolutions to be stable 
revolutions; must begin by being self 
revolutions,” says the preacher. And he is right. 
~ Be ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is per- 
fect.” says the gospel. Your heavenly Father! 
That is the point. We have to be as little 
children—but whose children? Don’t you sé€e: 
to be as little childrer. doesn’t only mean being 
simple and guileless; it means being obedient 
and receptive instead of rebellious and obstinate, 
and it means knowing in whom we believe. 

We have to create a right world, a human 
world. We have first of all to re-create the 
mind, the mind which will want the right world. 
For that is the root of our troubles today —we 
are not wanting the right things. Some of those 
who see most clearly that war is no remedy, 
that war will ocly make things worse, are still 
wanting the very things which lead to war, and 
not only lead to it but are themselves of its very 
nature. Thus our whole competitive method of 
commerce leads to war, and is of its very nature 
warlike. 

An editorial in the Birmingham Post says: 
“Peace upon tolerable terms means restoration 
of internat‘cnal trade, means a new era of 
expanding exports. ...”’ That means competi: 
tion for markets and inevitably international 
competition. That is war—at the beginning and 
at the end. 

How many among us are employed in busi- 
nesses which are run under the tyranny of that 
idea—and perhaps without knowing it? How 
many of us have invesiments, large or small, 
in such enterprises? “Go out of Babylon, 
go out of her, my people; that ye be not par- 
takers of her sins.” 

But this does not mean first of all: go away 
from London or Birmingham and set up on a 
desert island. It means first of all: forsake her 
in your minds. Set your mind against it. Cease 
to believe in it. Bring up your children to dis- 
believe. Go out in the body if you can. Practice 
some honest trade—‘‘ Let him that stole. steal 
no more; rather let him labour working with his 
hands the thing that is good...” But first of all 
depart from Babylon in your mind. That is the 
first step. And it is a step which many of us, 
in spite of our peace pledge, have not yet taken. 

Again, our whole system of wagery! How 
many farm labourers own land? How many 
factory hands have, even collectively, ccntrol of 
the factories they work in? How many shop 
assistants, how many railway men, control, even 
partially, the enterprises they draw wages from? 
They don’t want control. Thev don't want 
responsibility. They couldn't exercise it if they 
had it. Very likely not. But that is the trouble. 
We have, we who support the system destroyed 
the appetite for responsibility. More and more 


What Will 
Happen in 
Germany ? 


(continued from page 1) 


According to Strasser there are thrée pos- 
sible endings to this war: 

(1) A fight to a finish ending in revolu- 
tion and a Soviet Germany. He does not 
think this likely. 

(2) A deal behind-the-scenes between 
monarchists, leading financiers and the old 
ruling-classes, led by such people as Goer- 
ing and Schacht. This he thinks would be 
disastrous and would hasten the collapse of 
Europe. 

(3) The overthrow of Hitler by men of 
civil and social conscience inside Germany 
who would not be the instruments of inter- 
national capitalism, monarchism, big busi- 
ness, &c. In other words, the men in his 
own Black Front. 

He may be right. But again, who knows 
the mind of the German people, today? 
He makes one very interesting claim, how- 
ever, that the outstanding fact in the life of 
modern Germany is its Sehnsucht (yearn- 
ing) for Socialism. Twice in the present 
century have the German people been 
robbed of the fulfilment of their deep long- 
ing for socialism—first by the war of 1914, 
and second by the betrayal of Hitler. The 
German nation must not be betrayed a 
third time, he says. 

“When Hitler goes” says Strasser, “ the 
period of destruction will come to an end. 
The Sehnsucht will break through for a 
third time, and this time it must be ful- 
filled, if Germany and Europe are to find 
peace.” That statement is worth thinking 
about, as is the theme of this book, which it 
in large measure expresses. 

So Otto Strasser, 43 years of age, sits 
quietly in Paris, awaiting his chance. Will 
it arrive, or will revolution or diplomacy 
forestall him? 

One thing is clear: the future of Germany 
is a greater problem than appears to be 
envisaged in the speeches of Allied States- 
men, 


every year we increase the number cf those who 
look for nothing but shorter hours, more pay and 
longer leisure in which to enjoy provided amuse- 
ments. 

And it is not a matter of individualism versus 
collectivism. It is a matter of responsibility 
versus irresponsibility. On the one hand we 
have the morally irresponsible ownership of 
anonymous investors—the joint stock company~ 
on the other the intellectual irresponsibility of 
the workers. And yet responsibility for what 
we do and for what our deeds effect is precisely 
the very mark of man—that which mara«s him 
off from the brute beasts! 

And it is not a matter of selfish private owner- 
ship as against the common good; for it is pre- 
cisely the common good which is the object of 
private ownership. When Pope Leo XIII said: 
“as many as possible of the peuple should be 
induced to become owners.” he did not mean that 
as many as possible should be encouraged to 
aggrandize themselves. 

Ownership, the root and ground of ownership, 
is not for the glory of the owner but for the 
good of the thing owned and therefore the good 
of the people who are served by what is pro- 
duced. For good things can only be made when 
persons are responsible; and persons cannot be 
responsible unless they have control, or ccntrol 
unless they own. 

And it is not a case of private as against 
collective ownership; for collective ownership 
may also be private. A group of men who col- 
lectively own and work « farm or a factory are 
still private owners as compared with a govern- 
ment owing the Post Office or a County Council 
owning the roads. The proper distinction is not 
between private and collective but between 
personal and State ownership. Some things 
are better owned and controlled by the State 
~—but most things are better owned and con- 
trolled by private persons (so long as they are 
responsible persons and not irresponsible in- 
vestors), and that is why “as many as possible” 
should be induced to become owners—for the 
good of the work and for the common good 

These are examples of things as to which we 
have got to renew our minds, and throw off 
the false thinkage which our war-making 
industrial world has :mposed on us. 
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Advisory Bureaux 


for C.0.s 


ELOW are further amendments and addition$ 

to the lists of Advisory Bureaux for COs 

already published in Peace News 

changes should be sent to the Central Board fot 

Conscientious Objectors, at Dick Sheppard 

House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, and 
not to Peace News. 

Amendments. 


LEICESTER. Leicester Conscientious Objectors | 


Fellowship. Harold R. Higgs, c/o Rev. 
Seaward Beddow, 103 London Road, Leicester. 
MACCLESFIELD. John Whitworth, Leven Fih 
Upton, Macclesfield. 


Any similat § 


PRESTON. Adrian Gilbert, 85 Lower Bank § 
Road, Fulwood, Preston, Lancs. . j 
SHEFFIELD. Leonard Gunn The Cottage 


Friends’ Meeting House, Hartshead, Sheffield, 1 
Additions 

LUTON. B. J. Banner, 129 Montrose Avenue. 

Luton. . 

BALHAM & TOOTING. 


Childebert Road, S.W.17. 


War Resisters Abroad 


The following informative groupy talks have 
been arranged by the War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional group of speakers: Mar. 29, Poplar, C. E. 
Harrington; Apr. 1, Maidenhead, Sydney P: 
Larcombe; Apr. 5, Streatham, Kenneth Clark; 
Apr. 6, Leicester, H. Runham Brown; Apr. 13, 
Manchester, H. Runham Brown; Apr. 15, Seven- 
caks, Sydney P. Larcombe; Apr. 17, Slough, Eri¢ 
T. Roach. 

On dates to be fixed: Stoke-on-Trent; Stour- 
bridge; Oldham; Kettering; Highams Park; 
Scunthorpe. 

Any other groups wishing to hear about thé 
work being done abroad for war resistance 
should communicate with: Mr. Sydney P: 
Larcombe or Miss Grace M. Beaton (Hon, Sec.) 
at 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


R. C. Couzens, 62 


Review of Empire 

The Colonial Information Bureau recently 
published the first issue of a new monthly review, 
inside the Empire. It contains articles on the 
Empire and the War, Indian Independence Day 
in India, Palestine and the Near East, Cyprus 
Newfoundland, and Colonies and Socialism. 

R. Palme Dutt declares that the journal “ wil! 
unhesitatingly carry forward the fight for the 
aims and interests of the colonial people and theif 
struggle for liberation.” 


News from Abroad 


“Belligerents 


Could Agree” 


Pacifists’ 


Street Meetings | 


—SWEDISH PREMIER Banned in N.Z 


STOCKHOLM. 


[N a sweater and jacket, his kindly face 
now serious Sweden's Prime Minister, 
Per Albin Hansson, leaned back in a plain 
office chair, ran big workman's fingers 
through his thinning hair, and looked at his 
inquirer—a correspondent for the Nofron- 
tier News Service—through heavy-rimmed 
glasses. He looked studiously. We had 
spoken of the possibilities for mediation in 
the war between Germany and the Allies. 


“T believe,” he said, “that if the states- 
men could once be gathered around a table, 
they would find a way of agreeing. How 
to get them there is the difficulty. I think 
that America is now the only country that 
might succeed.” 


Hansson, like all his fellow-countrymen, 
ardently desires peace. He feels that a 
long war will be disastrous for democracy 
everywhere, and in his speeches, when he 
has pledged the assistance of his govern- 
ment at any time to help bring peace, he 
has spoken, not perfunctorily. but with sin- 
cere meaning.—No-Frontier News Service. 


440,000 Died in Spain 
Four hundred and forty thousand men were 
killed on the battlefields of the Spanish Civil 
War, according to Jerome Willis in the London 
Evening Stundard recently. These figures do 
not include those shot behind the lines in various 
Spanish cities. 


PACIFIST street meetings have beet 

banned by the City Council of Christ 
church (New Zealand). The decision wé 
reached, by ten votes to four, after threé 
deputations had been heard and a loné 
debate had followed. Great public interest 
was shown in the proceedings. 

The Press, a New Zealand newspape! 
commented: 

“The decision was right; the reasons on which 
it was based were wrong. The question is © 
whether the doctrines preached by Christia" 
pacifists are mistaken or disloyal or seditious, bU* 
whether political street meetings should 
allowed if they threaten to disturb public ord! 
If any organization is preaching sedition or dis 
loyalty, the police have full powers to deal w! 


it and are responsible for dealing with it; thé 


Christchurch City Council is not concerned. % 
is it properly concerned with the quest! 
whether pacifists are mistaken in their attitu' 
or their reasoning; for once it begins acting 45 a 
censor of opinions it lays itself open to the chat 
of denying freedom of speech.” 


MINORITIES 


“Democracy ends where the persecution at 
minorities begins. Each of us belongs to som 
minority. It may be our: turn Lext.—2 
Christian Gauss. 


The Difference } 


Replying to German propaganda charges the 
the average expectation of life in India was *, 
years, the British Government declared it wa? 
26 years. 

— 


——" 
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